Tae Importance oF Stupent VoIces 
A Lerten From Tue Couective 


All it takes is one look into our archives to see how student voice translates to student power. Decades’ worth of old issues are tes- 
tament to the long history of student-led agitation and advocacy efforts that begin here on campus, local efforts that over the years had 
impacts on a national scale. Look no further than the infamous “04 jesus-dick-pic issue: come on down to the ROAR Center to check out 
the binder full of hate mail and discover how empowering it feels to piss off the powers that be. If Hell truly exists, as if we're not already 
living in it, then whoever contributed to that fateful ‘04 issue will almost certainly be burning up when their time comes. In the spirit of all 
those Insurgents that came before you and me, I attest that it’s a unique opportunity to be part of something that, for its entire duration, 
has amplified the perspectives of the historically disempowered. What we have is rare, so let’s not let it go extinct. I begin by bringing this 
moment in our history to your attention not only because it packs a comedic punch; but also to make the case that the platform we have 
at our disposal here at the Student Insurgent is extremely powerful, if we create content and promote political movements that make it so. 
To forge revolutionary avulsions, we must continue to wage war with our words, dream of peace with our pens, and catalyze action with 
art. The creative space is an empowering one. And if print is truly dead, then were resurrecting it. Just Like Jesus, bitches! As long as the 
UO is gullible enough to grant us funding, we will tend to this ferocity; we bite the hands that feed because they are feeding us poison. The 
antidote is the reclamation of power through art, and eventually action. Let this serve as a manifesto for the mission of this publication, no 
matter where it goes from here. Let it be known that: 


We exist to agitate both contributors and audience: but not alienate. We intend to unite the student body against 
local injustices i.e. tuition spikes, antidemocratic governance structures, gentrification and displacement, labor violations, health and re- 
productive issues, immigration and racial inequalities, and mental health. We also intend to alert the local community to national and 
international causes. We believe this agitation is a key ingredient to agency. 


We exist to give voice to the people: we can't print without YOU. Our collective is defined by the individuals that con- 
stitute it. We embrace diversity of opinions, values, and backgrounds because it improves the perspectives we promote using our platform. 
ALL are welcome, come challenge us, yourselves, and the broader community. 


We exist as a forum for political exploration and expression: tired of politics? Same. Use us as a vehicle to 
vent your frustrations. Use this platform as an opportunity to challenge and change your worldview, we are the STUDENT Insurgent, after 
all. Come learn, yell, commiserate, and create change with us. 


We exist as a resource for activists in our community, in prisons, and across the nation: we will 
always do our best to provide timely promotion of actions big and small. Send your flyers in, and ask us for our best wheatpasting tips to 
spread the word. We aim to be embedded in the activist network and foster coalition building and political action. Therefore, we always 
welcome the perspectives of (anti-fascist) non-students. 


We exist as a creative outlet: to uplift art and artists. If you can dream it, we'll probably print it. Share your talents (or lack 
of) with the world. To foster this space, we strive for accessibility in our publication structure. 


We exist to connect people to political reality (and action): so that we can expose, dissect, and destroy all 
vestiges of oppression. 


We exist in defiance of: imperialism, colonialism, capitalism, white supremacy, wealth inequality, homophobia and trans- 
phobia, sexism, ableism, neoliberalism [in no particular order] ... FUCK THAT SHIT!! With our rage we are bringing about a new age, are 
you in? 


The Insurgent has been many things over the years, but it has never strayed from these central ideas. If these sentiments speak to you, 


inspire you, consider stopping by the ROAR center sometime or shoot us a letter or email. 
[Mailing label here] 
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ate k iA he: yt t one sae I wrote about in the last issue, I have a way of feeling out of place 
4 oF 7} i 2 | , * r le r. ~ fe we 


“wherever I go. I mean that metaphorically, though it’s also true in a 
eet site 


very literal sense as I write this blurb from Dakar, Senegal. Yet, since 


transferring to the UO in Fall 2021 and joining The Student Insurgent ; H 4 
shortly after, I have been able to find a kind of community-and an a 
important creative outlet-in the collective of like-minded radicals that 


-! keep this magazine going through its many ups and downs. Those of 

uy in WW Me us who have seen the workings of the Insurgent from the inside know 
ae ES ~~ better than anyone that things aren't always perfect and that mistakes, 
mae _. ———_- sometimes big ones, have been made. Still, what do we stand for if we | 
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abandon each other and our collaborative and creative endeavors when| 
hings get rough? The story of the Insurgent shows that the survival 
M@Mof the vital spaces of creativity, solidarity, and radical thought that we 
é; a—_— 6 =~ need now more than ever depends on developing and maintaining a 
7 ae ft sy Waculture of flexibility, gracefulness, and care at their core. 
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As I begin the final term of my first year in Eugene and am starting Py 


y first full term with The Student Insurgent, I feel a good deal of reflec- 
tion is in order. As I flew away from my life in rural upstate New York, I 
ua expected to feel the world open up to me and to be engulfed by an array of »~ 
new experiences reaching out for me, but the romantic projections of my 

| life after high school were met with the reality of the mundanity of the life I} 
have always lived. Partying, studying, sporting events, and the other ste- 

.  |reotypes defining college life are the same things I underwent during high 
school, but as I attempted to find my niche on campus I came upon the 
Student Insurgent. 

“Having written and produced content on social media for a couple 
of years prior to university, I had seen the impact my thoughts had when 
iven an audience, and longed for a more palpable outlet than the digital 
sphere I was inhabiting. One Monday evening I finally decided to attend 
Vl ie general meeting for the Insurgent after seeing flyers throughout the fall, 
BIL wend after one meeting I felt completely rejuvenated. Looking through 
faegneprevious issues from the last few years made me feel like I could be a part chOccyral ee : 
i ieof something greater, and seeing a motivated group of people dedicated to When I finished high school, I was disappointed in my prior experi- 


me e\producing relevant and meaningful publications made me passionate about ences with attempting to start an anarchist zine publication in my local |} 


" Mi lwriting again. community, among other endeavors. I never really got any help with 


is ih Unfortunately, many people in our generation, especially those in it and my ambitions died with failure to produce even a single zine. 
school, are not inclined to pick up a newspaper or magazine, let alone take 5 then, I've become far more jaded and pessimistic. Regardless, 
| 


the time out of their days to read it along with their assigned classwork. As | T eventually found The Student Insurgent and was able to writea few | | § 


©). Ellis touched on in our previous issue, the potential power that a fully articles, as well as overhauling the website. The latter in particular was a M ‘| 
student-run activist publication wields on a college campus is immense, creative outlet for my Oe ee student and nerd, and I'm ced what i an 
but if people do not take the time to read what we sacrifice ours for, is there Id do with my time if not for Insurgent existing. As we're transitioning || /\% 
a any power behind the punch of a bunch of paper? } (it feels like we're always in that mode of operation), this aspect will —_[ 


‘The simple answer is: yes, of course there is. The longer answer is hopefully remain the backbone of our organization, as a fundamentally ©*/ 
a bit more complicated, and it relies on the people reading these words creativity-focused sears for rad students. 
right now just as much as it relies on us here at the Insurgent. We need 
to promote the importance of our student body’s voice when it comes to 
_ =administrative, social, and political issues here in Eugene, as well as around 


he country. Any movement or action begins with an awareness of the is- 
sue(s) at hand, and an expression of a desired end communicated through 


anguage on both small and large scales. The effort to unionize at UO is 
exemplary of one of these movements, and is a tangible demonstration of 
he power that an organization of student voices can have. 

The vital aspect of awareness starts in visibility, and I am confident 

that we as a collective will make our presence felt in the coming years, but 
we could definitely use your help! Encourage your friends and family to 
read one of our issues or other tabloids lifting up the voices of students 

ho want to be heard. People are more receptive to someone they know 
than a complete stranger, and all of the people here at the Insurgent have 
1: to rt and we a i ea a chance to listen. 
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pa other winter has almost come and gone. It brings me into my worst 7. 
ia IN $ Fo yet also inspires me during my many hours spent in the dark. sc, 


have to confront things, both inside myself and in the world around 
ime. Spring has been seen as a time of rebirth for time immemorial and, 
I hope this can be true of our publication too. We are in a period o 
transition and I want us to come out of it as strong as ever. Our place 
in the campus and community is important and shouldn't be taken for 
granted. I certainly dont: I hope all of you feel the same way and will 


support us in the ways you can. ese 7 - 
DHE INSURGEN' 
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BREAD AND ROSES: 
Understanding What a Union Will Bring 


By: Joe Hill 


The clock has nearly struck midnight, rights as workers. It also is the vehicle through 
and the fate of student workers within the which we may democratize our workplace and 
University of Oregon will soon be decided. © ~ make working as a student worker meaningful. 
Either we will have a union, or we will not. »& J )~— Will emphasized this point in our interview, 
As the deadline to collect signed union cards _ outlining how our workplace democracy will 
approaches, the University of Oregon Student BI function. We would have committees of workers 
Workers has buckled down for thethis final | in every workplace, with elected stewards 
stretch of the race. During this critical time, we M representing their workers in a _ steward’s 
ought to understand the implications of both s council. These stewards would remain closely 
our victory and defeat within this struggle. B and personally involved in their workplaces., 

The results of defeat are obvious: things gs This would to ensure that we have a body both 
will continue as they are. Student workers will B with the coordinating ability to organize us if 
continue to be paid pocket change while our mass action is required and while also ensuring 
bosses gorge themselves on the extortionately that our union remains able to listen to what we 
inflated prices they set. Vulnerable comrades will continue to be abused | need from it. Will also made the critical point that open bargaining and our 
and harassed by their managers who by all rights should have been swiftly | voices would be of paramount importance. This contract is for US, and we 
removed from their positions. Our pay will must therefore be able to read and modify the 
continue to arrive lazily while most of us live terms to our needs. 
paycheck to paycheck. Shift meals, which were _ In the organization of our union we can also 
once free for us, will continue to eat into what | ) take inspiration from other student workers who 
little pay we get. Our latent power will continue ~ have managed to unionize their own workplaces. 
to be suppressed, and our status as the invisible © i The Dartmouth Student Worker Collective, of 
pack mules of this university will continue to @] S) Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, won 
solidify. 7, an incredible 21 dollar anto the hour wage plus 

This would be the bitter result of our N paid sick and mental health leave. The Columbia 
defeat, a result none of us wish nor deserve. a as University Resident Advisors (Columbia CURA) 
However, it is not the path we are destined put forward their demand for union recognition 
to follow. Through the heroic efforts undertaken by the organizers of | on February 13th, demanding $13,000 in raises for some RAs, a 13 hour 
the UOSW, we stand upon the precipice of unionization. Currently As it | reduction in weekend duty shift hours, and the creation of an RA advisory 
currently stands, they have over 1700 union board. As more and more student workers 
cards signed, with under 400 to go before across the country unionize, it is becoming clear 
they have over half of the student workers as | =] that we are turning a new page in the history of 
signatories - the prerequisite legally required @ labor organization in the United States. If we 
to form a union. Over the past few weeks, they , unionize and achieve our goals, we can become 
have seen an explosive growth in the number ~ an inspiration to other student workers to do the 
of signatories - and the pace is only getting same. 
faster. While victory is not yet guaranteed, it is The impact of the University of Oregon 
safe to say that it is that the likely outcome will & unionizing cannot be understated. We would be 
favor us. In this case, we must look towards the § the largest independent student worker union 
future: wWhat would a union bring us? in the country, and the largest student worker 

To answer this question and a few § union aton a public university. It would show 
others, I interviewed Will Garrahan, a ” . He... that it is possible for student workers to organize 
prominent organizer for the UOSW who was . on a large scale, and it would be the first increase 
recently fired by the university. He laid out the situation plainly: Currently, | in student power on campus in decades. Moreover, it would provide a 
the student workers of the University of powerful platform for pro-student advocacy on 
Oregon face a number of abuses at the hands campus. With a union at our backs, we could 
of our bosses. We are paid too little, we are |» - | advocate for reduced tuitions, lower dorm rent, 
paid too infrequently, we are harassed by our | more reasonableless extortionate food prices, 
superiors (who face few consequences for this more pay for teachers and other staff critical to 
harassment), what little we do make is taken b= ~ the education of students, and a greater influence 
away from us by extortionate high tuition fees, | = over the government of our university. In other 
shift meals, and the overpriced rent of tombs words, a win for the union is a win for all the 
someone erroneously called “dorm rooms.’ ~ students of the University of Oregon. 

While there are certainly more grievances than How can you help form this union? If you 
this, these are the principal issues faced by the | are a student worker, and have not yet signed a 
majority of student workers. union card, do so! They can be found in EMU 

Many of these issues have gone room 006c, a UOSW table, or even a coffee 
unresolved for years, and are only getting worse stand! You can also get one by contacting a union 
with time. TTime and again it has been shown organizer. Once you have signed the card, you 
that the only way for us to right these wrongs is to organize into a body | can turn it in again at EMU room 006c, a UOSW table, or by reaching out 
which poses a real threat to the powers-that-be in this university. A —— to organizers on social media or in person (unfortunately the coffee stands 
workers union, with the ability and willingness do not take signed union cards). The deadline is 
to strike or engage in other actions hostile to the Friday, April 7th, at noon. Be sure to turn yours 
corporate overlords of this college, is the onl in as soon as possible! We are so close, all we need 
tool we have to force these issues. A union ish is one last push, and we can all make history. I 
the only way we are ever getting paid biweekl implore you, not as some faceless journalist but as 
and more than 15 dollars to the hour, the onl our fellow comrade and student worker, please 
way we will ever regain our free shift meals —- af go sign a union card. If we can do this, if we can 
benefit student workers enjoyed in the past, and — get our union, the sky’s the limit. 
the only way that we will gain protection from . 
abusive managers who still consider themselves free to harass and demean | “No more the drudge and idler—ten that toil where one reposes— 
us. But a sharing of life’s glories: Bread and Roses, Bread and Roses”. — James 

However, a union means more than just the realization of our | Oppenheim, 1911 
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DARK BRANDON MAKES THE [RAINS RUN ON TIME: 


O: February 3rd, at around 9pm, a 50-car Norfolk Southern train carrying 
toxic materials derailed. Tons of vinyl chloride and other harmful chemicals 
involved in the making of plastics, spilled into the area surrounding the town of 
East Palestine and the Ohio River. The residents of the town were then evacuated 
and the EPA and local government began evaluating what kind of cleanup measures 
needed to be taken. It is an environmental catastrophe of epic proportions, yet all 
guilty parties have begun the effort to minimize it and deny that such a thing 
happening was inevitable. 

The disaster happened because 
of regulatory rollbacks in the Trump eral 
and refusal to allow railroad unions and 
improve working conditions for workers. 
Barack Obama pushed for safer railwa 
transportation through his attempted 
mandate of electronically controlled 
pneumatic (ECP) brakes on trains with 
more than 20 cars. ECP braking is a 
system in which cars are simultaneousl 
slowed down rather than being graduall 
brought to a stop car-by-car. 

Many groups and _ individuals 
involved with the transportation 
industry have praised this system as 
something that would significantly help 
reduce the severity of train accidents, but 
unfortunately this mandate was repealed| 
by the Trump administration due to 
the regulation not being “economicall 
justified” following massive lobbying attempts from rail companies, including 
Norfolk Southern. These cost cutting short-cuts in the railway industry are not 
new, and are a part of a system called “precision scheduled railroading,” which 
focuses on maximizing efficiency with longer and heavier trains to cut costs and 
deliver more profits. 

The adverse effects of this exploitative system go further than the trains 
themselves, as more than a fifth of the railroad staff employed by Norfolk Southern, 
CSX, and Union Pacific were laid off throughout 2017-2021, further maximizing 
profits for each corporation. Combine these firings with outsourced maintenance, 
increased train lengths, and reduced safety inspections, and you get a collection 
of companies sacrificing the well-being of their employees for the benefit of their 
bank accounts. So much so that railroad carriers have paid out an estimated 196 
billion dollars in stock buybacks and dividends to their shareholders since 2010 
according to Surface Transportation Board Chairman Martin Oberman in a 
September speech. 

These profits can primarily be attributed to an abused workforce that 
was forced to go on strike because of low wages, lacking sick days, staff shortage 
concerns, and limited time off due to the massive cost-cutting. On December 
2nd, President Joe Biden ended the strike before it could truly happen after union 
negotiations did not reach an ultimate agreement. Biden justified the passing of 
the bill through the potential economic implications a strike would have. 


“It was tough for me but it was the right thing to do at the moment — save jobs, 
to protect millions of working families from harm and disruption and to keep 
supply chains stable around the holidays,’ Biden said, adding the deal avoided “an 
economic catastrophe.” 


Unfortunately, Biden's justification of “protecting working families from 
harm” fails to account for the thousands of people he denied a right to protest against 
their over-demanding work conditions in one of the most important industries in 
the country. Many railroad workers are unable to truly have autonomy outside of 
work, as the current attendance policies mandate workers to be available to work 
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within 90 minutes of all hours of the day throughout every day of the year, with 
any time off or absences resulting in “point deductions” which can eventually lead 
to their termination. 

Congress’ passing of this bill is an explicit message to anyone in the 
transportation industry: your labor is more important than your well-being. 
Employers do not regard any of the actions taken outside of the workplace as 
valuable, but expect workers to operate at their highest capacity to make up for 
the lack of staff they disposed of to maximize profits. Rather than taking steps 
to mitigate the more than 1,000 train 
derailments occurring a year according 
to the Department of Transportation, 
railroad companies and our government 
Ihave unsurprisingly placed the state of 
the economy and annual revenues above 
the reasonable requests of the people 

ho make the operation of these systems 
possible. 


“The industry needs to be brought 
ack under control” Michael Paul 
Lindsey, a locomotive engineer and 
member of Railroad Workers United, 
a group representing workers from 
different unions, told Fortune. “We 
lhave problems with these massive long 
trains everywhere along the way, and 
companies are insistent that it has to 
ork, even if we cut corners doing it.” 


While the plight of railroad workers continues, the residents of East Palestine 
are facing a long and perilous road ahead of them too. With neither Norfolk 
Southern or the government willing to take actual action and accountability, 
their homes will never be safe or healthy again. At a recent town hall meeting, a 
regional administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency, Debra Shore, 
told residents that they haven't found chemical levels that pose health concerns, a 
bold-faced lie. In response, she was shouted and booed at by the crowd. 

The decision made to set the chemicals alight in a controlled burn shortly 
after the derailing is being particularly scrutinized. Vinyl chloride was burned in 
high amounts and turned into a colorless gas. This gas is associated with brain, 
liver and lung cancer as well as lymphoma and leukemia. Residents have been 
reporting headaches, rashes, sore throats, nausea, and eye and skin irritation with 
such frequency that a medical clinic has been opened in the area. These are just 
the symptoms immediately after returning to the area; the implications of what 
the long-term health effects could look like is devastating. 


“They're all scientists, they’re sitting up here telling us nothing is wrong,” one 
resident said to Mayor Trent Conaway during a city hall. “I want you to tell me 
why everyone in my community is getting sick!” 


Caution is being taken by many nearby cities and companies that source 
water from the area. Cincinnati decided to temporarily halt all intake of water 
from the Ohio River, which was affected by the spill. The Ohio River connects to 
the Mississippi River and that encompasses 40% of the U.S’s total watershed. This 
means the exposure is far more widespread than the government and railroad 
executives will ever admit. 

The sheer amount of negligence and apathy being displayed towards the 
well-being of both the railroad workers and East Palestine residents is appalling, 
but not surprising. Major environmental disasters are seen as just the cost of 
business in the late capitalist hellscape we live in. The sooner any signs of damage 
are brushed under the rug and silenced, the better. 


—— 
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“EL PARAMO ES VIDA’: LESSONS FROM THE KAMENTSA LAND STRUGGLE 


It was past midnight and a gentle rain pattered against the roof of the 
shaman’s house, where we sat conducting a whispered interview on a pile of 
blankets by the fireside. The red record button of my handheld recorder blinked 
in the darkness. I strained my ears to catch what Taita Antonio, a shaman, ex- 
political leader, and land defender of the Kaméntsa people of southwest Colombia, 
said next: “Our fight is for life and for water. The paramo is life.” 

A wave of nausea and a bout of psychedelic visuals passed over me as 
the ayahuasca I had imbibed an hour before began to take effect. Still, I was 
determined to follow this thread. If I was in the Sibundoy Valley and among 
the Kaméntsa to investigate the social movement for territorial recuperation 
and autonomy currently underway in the community, I shouldn't let a few mere 
hallucinations during a late-night curing ceremony distract me from my work. 
Especially important to understand, it seemed to me, was what Antonio was 
saying about the paramo, an alpine wetland ecosystem unique to the Andes of 
South America. Colombia sources most of its drinking water from its paramos, 
but they are increasingly under threat, especially in Indigenous territories like 
that of the Kaméntsa. 

“Can you go into that a little more?” I asked as the walls began to wriggle 
with illusory snakes. 

Taita Antonio, apparently unphased, though he had drunk more than me, 
continued. He spoke at length. The following is my transcription and translation 
of what he said, reproduced with permission. 

The human body is 70% water. The paramo is so important in Colombia, 

as we have so many. The paramos are threatened by megamining in search of gold, 
also by monoculture to plant potatoes. As monoculture has invaded the paramos, 
the farmers have been burning them and all that. 
Let me tell you, speaking ancestrally, ayahuasca has alerted us to the issue of water 
conservation. Ayahuasca is preventative, today it is inviting us to conserve nature. 
15 years ago, I took the medicine and I had a profound vision in which ayahuasca 
told me that our water was going to run out. Now were seeing the symptoms that 
come when the water runs out, and it’s because of human intervention. Maybe the 
medicine is inviting us to return to nature, to conserve it. 

Right now, we still have the means to restore health to the planet. Our 
paramos give us pure water, really pure, which you can drink with no problem. 
Do you know why? Because there, in the paramos, is a type of algae that works to 
filter the water. Studies have shown that inside those algae there is a type of herb. 
From this we understand that paramo water is very healthy. Sometimes we human 
beings haven't understood that, thinking we're above it all, but we have to realize 
that all the gold and minerals that we extract from the paramos will be no good at 
all if we don't have water, and we're contaminating the water with other types of 
chemicals. 

The paramos are threatened by mineral extraction and then the water 
contaminants that end up there, like mercury, for example. And that’s a serious 
threat to our health. We've seen evidence from other places that, due to such 
pollution, people who drink that water are giving birth to deformed children. 
That worries us a lot and it’s our call to action to take care of the water, because 
in Colombia we drink about 3% of all water fit to drink. Imagine, for example, 
the Sumapaz Paramo, close to Bogota, which gives water to the whole city, but 
only 10% is potable. All the rest, 90%, is contaminated. This is evidence of our 
poor integration. Capitalism, monoculture, a whole system which has taught us 


to pollute and not to have environmental consciousness with the planet. 

Taita Antonio trailed off. The fire crackled, the rain pattered, and I tried 

not to surrender myself to another sudden wave of nausea. Soon, Antonio rose to 
attend to his patients, putting our interview on hold. The conversation continued 
off and on throughout the night and into the morning, though eventually I put 
away my recorder and gave in to the effects of the spirit vine. 
Later, mulling over Taita Antonios words, I realized that despite the problems 
he identifies, which are both pressing and depressing, a sense of optimism 
underscores his narrative. He rightly understands that the ongoing destruction of 
Colombia's most ecologically important biome, which is only being hastened by 
global climate change, is a serious and potentially deadly problem. Still, he finds 
reason for hope that the destructive processes underway in the paramos can be 
reversed—that we can return to nature, choose to conserve rather than continue 
to degrade it, and restore health to the planet. 

The successes of the social movement for territorial defense in the 
Kaméntsa community bear out this optimism. In 2016, the Kaméntsa succeeded 
in winning a major case that went to the Ministry of the Interior, settling a 316- 
year land dispute in their favor and formally restoring lands claimed by the 
Kaméntsa going back to the year 1700. However, this win comes after previous 
decisions in which the Colombian state settled disputes in favor of multinational 
mining companies by arguing that there were no Indigenous people on lands that, 
in fact, have always belonged to the Kaméntsa. 

The Kaméntsa have not only taken their land disputes to the national 
government but have shown their opposition to development and extractive 
projects in their territory through acts of civil disobedience. A key example is 
the 2012 March for Life, Territory, Sovereignty, and Dignity, in which hundreds 
of Kaméntsa protestors, together with representatives of five other Indigenous 
communities in the region, marched for three days over the paramo to the 
regional capital city of Mocoa to demonstrate their opposition to a planned road 
project. The project was soon put on hold—indefinitely. Every time the state and 
development companies try to revive it, they face another wave of fierce opposition 
from Kaméntsa land defenders. 

The importance of preserving and recuperating Kaméntsa culture for 
territorial defense should also not be understated. As my collaborators have 
explained to me, as long as the language lives, so does their thought system. And 
as long as their thought system is intact, the Kaméntsa will always love and defend 
their territory, which each member of the community is ritually bound to from 
birth. This understanding crystallized for me during another conversation with 
Taita Antonio, weeks after the ayahuasca ceremony at his house. As we walked 
along a mountain path over the beautiful and verdant Sibundoy Valley with the 
Territorial Guard, an autonomous and ethnically mixed Kaméntsa-Inga unit of 
land defenders who patrol the territory for trespassers and violators, Taita Antonio 
said to me: 

Our territory has its soul, its life, its air, the same air that gives us life. We 
wont let them take advantage and leave our territory without soul, without air. 
Why do we defend the territory? For those on the way, the children, the youth, all 
those still walking behind us. For them we defend the territory, so that one day 
they'll have a place to say, “thanks to the elders, those who came before, for leaving 
us this territory.’ 


TP’ed on Campus 
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Barbara Berkeley and Dorian Blue 


On February 7th, the UO chapter of Turning 
Point USA hosted an event called “Born in the USA’ 
A highly anticipated event, with 37 likes on the flyer. 
The two speakers — Stephen Davis, spelled David 
on the flyer, and Anthony Watson — are Black 
republicans. They both have an alpha male persona, 
with lots of big American flags, guns, and trucks; it’s a 
classic M.O that glorifies hateful ideology. 

Last year, the TPUSA chapter was not an 
active organization on campus. The infamous Charlie 
Kirk talk was supposed to be held at the Graduate 
Hotel downtown, but due to local backlash, moved 
to a golf club in Creswell. However, since TPUSA is 
now having regular meetings and has a leadership 
team, they are entitled to hold events on campus. The 
can of worms has been opened unfortunately, and 
TPUSA has already been tabling at the EMU and in 
front of Lillis since fall term. They want to appear as 
friendly — the perfect gateway to their twerpy brand 
of fascism. 

Anthony Watson is a former olympian who 
was “cancelled” for his “conservative values.” I found 
no record of this besides TPUSA itself, so it was most 
likely a petty Twitter drama that he used to further his 
victim complex. 


Stephen Davis is described as “once left- 
leadning (that’s how they spell it on the website), he is 
now a staunch conservative who fights the liberalized 
agenda.” He also calls himself “MAGA Hulk” online, 
as he is a body builder and enjoys being an alpha 
male. 

Every desk had a TPUSA poster, and Dorian’s 
poster read “CAPITALISM CONSERVES, I was a 
bit confused when I saw that, because conserving is 
generally the opposite of what capitalism does. 

About 25 people were present, though 
this ebbed and flowed over the course of the event. 
TPUSAs VP said that they hoped to “engage in civil 
discourse” as she introduced Davis and Watson. And 
discourse they did get. Davis and Watson wanted 
to make it clear that they weren't there to change 
peoples’ minds. They emphasized how much they 
love different opinions, while everyone knew that 
was an obvious performance and lie. Then, they 
began going through their rehearsed points, mostly 
revolving around how important it is to love America 
and that modern American men are weak soyboys. 

They also had thoughts on racism and critical 
race theory, believing that their individual success 
stories means that systemic oppression doesn't 
actually exist and everyone should stop complaining 
about it. We're white leftists; we can’t speak on the 


experiences of Black conservatives, but it was obvious 
that they were co-opting left-wing language to further 
their conservative agenda. They would say things like, 
“you're silencing Black voices,’ or “it’s Black History 
Month,’ to people who openly disagreed with them, 
while making fun of that kind of rhetoric in the same 
turn. 

To prove this point, Davis had an entire 
quirky “everybody clapped” story in which a Black 
man at a gym he went to supposedly admitted that he 
was right and so true for being red pilled. I'm pretty 
sure I saw the same story on Tumblr ten years ago. Or 
maybe that story was about a bus. Who knows? 

A lot of the audience was random outside 
weirdos, including a guy wearing camo who, 
unprompted, brought up pedophilia and beating up 
homeless people. 

“People are dying to get into America.” 
That's a good thing? America ruined almost every 
democratically elected government in Latin and 
South America because they were so terrified by the 
communist revolution in Cuba. 

About 40 minutes into the event, someone 
interrupted the speakers to give their own opinion 
on the topic at hand, and was met with immediate 
hostility. What ensued was, to put it mildly, an 


absolute shitstorm. There was a group of leftists in the 
cont. on page 7 


SIDE EFFECTS 


By: DORIAN BLUE 


He tapped his fingers against the soft leather of the armchair, staring at 
his feet. The woman across from him scratched her pen vigorously across 
the pages of her notebook, enraptured. Her black hair was slicked into an 
immaculate bun, her eyes dark, yet open. Holly Dao, M.D. 

“Do you need a moment?” he asked her. 

She lifted her pen, her gaze and smile flashing back to him. “No, 
we can move on.” 

“Okay,” he said, wringing his hands. 

She said nothing, closing the book and setting it aside. 

“Aren't you the one whos supposed to be asking the questions?” 

She replied in a polite laugh. “You can continue your same train of 
thought, if youd like, or anything else that comes to mind for you.” 

“Hm, he said. He stared at the minimalist, but inviting space. 

The walls were beige, but not the dreary kind. All the surfaces had at least 
one potted plant and the framed pictures were of tranquil landscapes, or 
blooming flowers. 

“No worries at all,’ she said, her crisp blouse settling on her shoul- 
ders. “What would you say brought you here?” 

He shrugged. “My friend, Tasha. You know her. She thinks I have a 
lot of problems, which I do, so she asked me to give this a shot. She’s close 
with my girlfriend, but she doesn’t really trust me. I guess she hopes that 
if I do this, I won't break Zahra'’s heart, or something like that.” 

“That must be a lot of pressure” 

“She is right. I don’t ever want to hurt Zahra, but I could. I just 
don't know what I’m doing.” 

“Don't know that you're doing... what?” 

“Tve tried to keep myself closed off from other people for a long 
time, to save them the trouble. But now, I’m trying again and it’s not easy. 
What Tasha doesn't understand is that it goes both ways. Zahra has trou- 
ble too and we work together on it?” 

“Zahra is important to you, then?” 

He nodded, his shaggy brown hair falling around his eyes. His 
eyes were flecked with shades of blue and green, like spots on an eggshell. 

“If I may ask, how long have you been together?” 

“About four years now, which is kind of hard to believe. I feel like 
I’ve known her much longer than that. She’s really...my person. And she, 
she seems to understand why I have to do what I do. It doesn't scare her, 
like it does everyone else. She feels sorry for me, sure, but she gets it.’ 

“And you do what, exactly? Are you referring to a job?” 

He laughed. “I thought Tasha would've told you.” 

“What I talk about with other clients is confidential” 

“Oh. I guess that makes sense. Psychoanalyzing isn't easy, I bet.’ 

She quirked her eyebrow. “That’s a bit of an old fashioned term, 
Mr. Lazarus. These days, we prefer a variety of other methods in my pro- 
fession.” 

“I know, therapy,” he said. “Old words die hard in my brain, I 
guess. I cling to them. And you don’t have to call me that, Mikkel is fine.” 

“Of course,’ she said. “I'm sure that memory can be a difficult 
thing at times with the amount of years you've lived.” 

“You could say that,’ he said, reaching inside his pocket. He took 
out a cigarette, twirling it in his fingers. 

“Tm afraid you can't smoke that in here.” 

“Oh, sorry. Force of habit?’ 

“Tt’s all right.” 

Now unable to partake, he leaned back, staring at the ceiling. 
“This is the first time I’ve actually done this.” 

“It’s always good to start,’ she said. 

“I mean, were just talking.” He looked at the unused cigarette, 
then pulled out the crushed up pack, putting it back in and shoving the 
whole thing back out of sight. 

“Yes, but you can be candid with me. I can help you with anything 
you wish to discuss, with no judgment,” 

“We'll see about that,’ he said. His sweater was threadbare, verging 
on falling apart. It complemented his day-old eyeliner and mud-caked 


onaalaro 


“Why is that?” 

“I know you wont say it, but you know some things about me. I 
see bad things, do bad things. Not because I want to, but that doesn’t mat- 
ter much. I have to slog through it for, let’s see, about one hundred twenty 
more years.” 

“You're held to that?” 

He nodded. “Part of an agreement I made many years ago.” 

“For what reason?” 

“Well, that’s another entire can of worms. But, I guess you knew 
what you were getting into.” 

She nodded. “I have other clients who are similarly...” 

“Not human?” 

YES. 

“Technically, I'm half human, same with Tasha, but that’s not the 
side that brought us all this trouble.” 

“So, how would you describe yourself?” 

“The son of a demon, for one, and an outcast.” 

“What has made you feel like an outcast?” 

“Well, I died one time. I came back, obviously, but it wasn't easy. It 
cost me.” 

“Cost you how?” 

He laughed with no humor, lifting up one finger at a time as he 
spoke. “My time, my soul, my morals...I could go on” 

“I see,’ she said, toeing the line between patience and trying to get 
at the heart of what he was saying. 

“What is it like, being a mortal and having to deal with people like 
me?” 

She smiled, though her face was guarded. “Quite interesting, but I 
see it as my life's work.” 

“How did you get into it in the first place? Most humans don't 
even know we really exist.” 

“My father started this practice and he taught me everything he 
knew. He saw it as a field of study that has never been formally explored. 
How does one approach the struggles of a being whose life goes on and 
on?” 

“Good question. Do you think you've figured it out yet?” 

She chuckled and shook her head. “All research builds to a certain 
point, but it doesn't necessarily have to reach a conclusion. It chips away 
at it.” 

“Good point. I’ve never gone to school, so I wouldn't know.” 

“But you've learned how to read?” 

“Of course. I was taught.” 

“By a parent? Or a friend?” 

His eyes darkened. “Someone I thought was a friend, at the time?” 

“Can you clarify what you mean by that?” 

He sighed. “Look, that’s a long story.” 

“That's okay,’ she said, leaning back. 

He slapped his knee, looking for a way out. “If I’m going to talk 
about my past, I should start with my sister, not him.” 

She nodded. “We can go at whatever pace youd like” 

“Do you have any siblings?” 

“An older brother” 

“Then your situation is the reverse of mine. I had a younger sister 
and we were all we had for each other. My mother was there. ..physically, 
but never truly cared for either of us. We were from different fathers, but 
it didn't matter. We were united in misery.” 

He stared at the space behind Holly Daos head, sinking into the 
past. Leonora. When all else had been dark, his sister was a shining light: 
blonde hair, green eyes, and all. She knew him better than anyone else, 
including the ins and outs of his moods and the everything that made 
him laugh. He did the same for her, providing for her when their mother 
disappeared for days at a time, or had only debt to her name. As he had 
detached himself from humanity, he never left her behind. Even still, he 
carried her in his heart, never to be forgotten to the sands of time. 


TAKE ACTION: 
Tell legislators to say NO to bill that 
ill impede on right to protest 


Protests are critical to a liveable and just future for everyone. Activists must 
continue to bravely take to the streets to demand the urgent reforms that are 
so desperately needed. Unfortunately a bill is advancing through the Oregon| 
Legislature that could be abused against racial, social, and environmental justice 
activists and protesters. 


A controversial “domestic terrorism” bill - House Bill 2772 - has advanced out 
lof the House Committee on Judiciary in the Oregon State Legislature despite 
growing opposition from climate, environment, and civil liberties organizations. 

ese groups have raised concerns about the bill’s potential for abuse and the 
lack of community engagement. The bill now goes before the Joint Committee 
lon Ways and Means, and we need to tell our legislators NOT TO PASS this 
dangerous and unnecessary bill that could lead to allegations of terrorism against 
protesters and social justice activists. 


Civil liberties organizations have registered their opposition to the bill citin 
he high likelihood of abuse by law enforcement and a lack of engagement 

ith Oregonians who have disproportionately suffered the impacts of over- 
policing, including BIPOC communities, houseless individuals, and activists. 
nvironmental and social justice organizations have also voiced opposition, 
highlighting the long history of protest in Oregon as being critical to the 
advancement of environmental, public health, and racial justice reforms, and 
how this legislation could be used to chill this activism” 


--Letter by the Breach Collective, find out more at: https://actionnetwork.org/ 
letters/take-action-tell-legislators-to-say-no-to-bill-that-will-impede-on-right- 


back of the room dressed in bloc who interrupted the speakers, yelling at them 
and calling them fascists, and in turn, the speakers yelled at the disrupters and 
called them fascists. About 44 minutes into the event, the cops got involved. The 
protestors were told that 

they were welcome to stay, but if they were not willing to be “respectful and 
[willing to] have valid conversations,” they needed to leave, or they would be 
escorted out and charged with unlawful trespassing. 

While we at the Insurgent support protest against fascist gatherings, 
the way the protest went at this event ultimately seemed unconstructive. The 
disruptors successfully disrupted, but their arguments against the speakers were 
poorly-formed and fueled the victim complex of every conservative in the room. 

A UO events staff person walked in and asked Davis to stop interacting 
with the disruptors for a few minutes so that the situation could be sorted out. 
He began yelling at her, one of the people who was critical for the event even 
happening. 

It can be fun to clown on right-wing thought leaders, but watching them 
in action is depressing. Every argument they made was circular and contained at 
least a couple logical fallacies, and all their evidence was either anecdotal, wilfully 
misinterpreted, or completely false. Every argument against them was used to 
fuel their victim complex, and anyone who disagreed loudly was yelled at, and 
called a “child” and a “snowflake.” It seems like there’s some irony somewhere in 
there. Maybe that’s just me. 

During the Q&A, I, Barbara Berkely, asked the speakers what they 
thought the role of women in society is. They said the role of women is to be 
nurturing, and supportive. We're meant to be homemakers, to support the men 
around us, and to be the glue that holds society together. Of course, they didn’t 
talk about the role of women during their speech because they’re men and they 
don't want to speak over me or my experiences. Thanks for that, guys. I told 
them that what they were describing is gender essentialism. The conservatives 
in the room all gave me blank stares, so I had to give a brief definition of gender 
essentialism, which was absolutely delightful. 

At the end of the event, a non-student involved with TPUSA in the 
Northwest approached us and thanked us for disagreeing respectfully and not 
causing disruption. It was one of the most patronizing interactions I’ve ever had 
in my life. I love when fascists tell me I’m one of the good ones! Especially when 
the fascist in question is a man and obviously thinks less of me because I’m a 
woman! Mr. Rando, if you're reading this, I don’t want your gratitude. You can 
fuck off with your fascist politics. 


Brigham B.H. 


This was my first time attending a Turning Point USA event, but the 
rhetoric and propaganda discussed did not at all catch me by surprise. The police 
presence at right-wing led events seems to be a staple of their meetings. The 
organizers voiced their anticipation of disruptors and members of ANTIFA being 
in attendance, beginning the event by asking everyone in attendance to remain 
civil. The typical talking points of reclaiming one’s manhood, name-calling of the 
left, and the sentiment that it is impossible for non-white people to uphold the 
pillars of white supremacy were all covered uninterrupted for the first third of 
the event. 


Where Do| We 


TP cont. from page 5 
When more disruptors arrived wearing bioc, the speakers took notice, 


but did not address them until they were called out for an insensitive joke about 
STDs. What preceded was unorganized disruption and emotionally fueled 
biases erupting in the form of senseless back-and-forth yelling, which continued 
until the police made their presence felt, upholding the right for the presenters 
to maintain control of their event. Unsurprisingly, the two men at the front of 
the room could barely keep themselves under control, as they ‘asserted their 
manhood’ by getting in the face of two young people simply voicing their own 
opinions, which I perceived as an intimidation tactic, but I cannot speak for 
them. 

Most of their reasoning for their views were held within the context of 
unverifiable anecdotes and baseless arguments which provided no true solutions 
to the problems they claim have arisen from “men taking a backseat role” in 
society. The toxic masculinity seemingly consumed the room when he discussed 
the five values men should strive to live by, and the purpose that every man 
possesses as simply being a man. The religious rhetoric that transpired was 
questionable to say the least, and sexist in its sentiment. After another disruption 
from the same two individuals mentioned before, the police escorted them out 
of the building, and the event continued without any disruption. 

In the latter third of the event, a left-leaning member of the crowd, which 
had shrunk to about half the size after many disruptors were removed, started to 
engage in a direct conversation with the two speakers, who were receptive only 
because he had remained silent throughout the entire event. What transpired 
was the usual push and pull of opinions, and the nitpicking of vernacular from 
the speakers who had no true rebuttal to the points made by the attendee. The 
individual in the crowd had to leave early, and took a picture with the guests after 
shaking their hand. After his departure, an informal Q/A session transpired in 
which I was able to converse with the men for about five to ten minutes before I 
too left the event before its conclusion. 

I attempted to question their ‘grindset’ of individualizing one’s life and 
the American ideal that “anyone can pull themselves up by their bootstraps to 
achieve success.” I approached their monetary-based perspective by questioning 
the value of a life revolving around money. What I got in return was a tightrope 
act in which they tiptoed around my points by claiming I had misappropriated 
their argument through my very easily formed assumptions of the points they 
were alluding to. I voiced my belief that sacrificing your community or things 
that have no tangible worth but fulfill an individual in the path to generating 
wealth is a bad thing, but the speaker’s rebuttal was simply a regurgitation of the 
previous points I had already mentioned. Before I could truly get into the points 
of my argument, I was cut off by someone asking for advice on how to break into 
the world of conservative media as an influencer, which the speakers and crowd 
were seemingly equally unreceptive of. I left thirty minutes before the end of the 
event, shaking the hands of the two speakers for respecting my point of view, 
knowing that both me and the men I just talked to had not been shaken from 
their positions in the slightest. 


Join us on: 


Sunday, April 30 
noon ~ dpm 
fora fair with music, art, food, and 


a chance to lear about local 
union and labor struggles on... 


®Powntown Park Blocks 


Sth Avg and Oak St. 


screenprinting * May Pole games 
activities for kids * speakers 


and more TBA! 


flosted by the May Day Coalition! Printing labor donated. 
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CHECK 


IT OUT! 


Vote NO on 
LANE COUNTY JAIL LEVY 


Questions: 
HealingNotHandcuffs@gmail.com 
Join Us: 
http://bit.ly/HealingNotHandcuffs 
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SHRINE TERM 
NEETING SONESULE: 


General Meetings: Thursdays, Spm @ 
ROAR Center 
Editorial Board Meetings: Thursdays, 
6pm @ ROAR center 
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We are Healing Not Handcuffs, a collaboration between Springfield-Eugene 
Showing Up for Racial Justice and the Eugene chapter of Democratic Socialists 
of America. We oppose Measure 20-340 because we support a vision for what 
our community could look like without putting $22+ million annually toward 
the jail and youth detention. In Lane County, we lock hundreds of people in cells 
and behind barbed wire; that is not what most of us want for members of our 
community that are struggling. 
When people are put in jail, there is a lack of true rehabilitation or positive 
outcomes. Research has shown for decades that putting more people in prison does 
not reduce crime. 
Using taxpayer money to keep people in jail doesn’t make sense. In fiscal year 21- 
22, the county budgeted $36 million for the jail (not including court and arrest 
costs). With 260 people in jail, that comes to about $11,500 per person per month. 
For that cost, each person in jail could have a personal therapist and full room 
and board before the incident that caused them to be put in jail. Instead of paying 
WellPath (the largest U.S. for-profit company that works in jails) for inmate services, 
our taxes could go directly to local agencies that provide mental and behavioral 
health services, housing, jobs, and basic needs for our community. Crime rates 
would be significantly reduced because people's needs would be met, and we could 
use restorative justice and other alternatives to hold people accountable for their 
actions. 

This might sound like a pipe dream to some, but we believe we can make this 

vision a reality. 


Let’s work on healing our communities, making them actually safe. Please join us 
in opposing Measure 20-340 this May. 


“Its out of this world” 


b 
371M 1 Sth Ave, Fugene 
1 97401 
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Raven, a trans, Indigenous 
protester who has been 
battling charges for 2 years 
is facing mounting legal fees 


Help them in their fight 
against state repression by 
donating at cidc.org/donate 

Put “for Raven’s fund” 
in the notes 


: ! 
nake a donation: = 2 


“IVIL LIBERTIES “¥ 
EFENSE CENTER 


SCOTUS Rules Without US 


The leaked Supreme Court opinion of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization last May sparked an increased awareness of the Court 
and the legislative power it holds but has since dissolved into the same 
general ignorance of the judicial branch evident before. With a jammed 
Congressional body such as the one we have 
now, the weight of each decision SCOTUS 
makes is significantly higher, as drafting a bill 
becomes near impossible for contested issues 
like religious expression, free speech, gun 
ownership, and environmental regulations. 
The overtly conservative Court has proven to 
be as dangerous as previously theorized when 
it comes to their recent rulings. There are 
several key cases you may have missed, and 
an upcoming case which could considerably 
change the future of elections. 

In Jones v. Mississippi, the conservative 
bloc on the Court ruled in favor of the state 
deeming that juveniles do not need to be 
deemed incorrigible, or beyond hope of 
rehabilitation, to be given a life sentence. In 
Carson v. Makin, the court ruled that a Maine 
program excluding religious schools from a 
state tuition program violated the free exercise 
clause of the First Amendment. This decision 
opposes the precedents established by previous Courts that rule according 
to the establishment clause rather than the free exercise clause. This decision 
along with a few others are opening the door for future rulings regarding 
the relationship of governing and faith to be adjudicated according to a 
claim of religious expression rather than the political principle instituted 
by the Founding Fathers of a separation of church and state. In West 
Virginia v. EPA, the Court decided to reduce the agency's ability to regulate 
emissions, as it limits its power to control carbon emissions at individual 
power plants. The Court determined that the EPA does not have the right 
to operate under the Clean Power Plan rule they drafted in 2015, which 
aimed to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 32% before the year 2030. 

The Supreme Court's power is often overlooked and understated 
in current political discussions, and the past few years of rulings are 
setting new precedents completely overhauling previous years of living 
constitutionalist philosophy defining the Court. Living constitutionalists 
view the Constitution as a living document that should be interpreted 
according to cultural shifts, and should be understood along the current 
state of society. Trump's appointments of Amy Coney Barrett, Brett 
Kavanaugh, and Neil Gorsuch created a 6-3 conservative majority on 
the increasingly partisan judicial body, and these judges are influenced 
by a doctrine known as “originalism,” which restricts the Constitution to 
its originally intended meaning according to the ancient ideology of the 
Founding Fathers. 

Most of these recent rulings have been justified under the originalist 
principle and will hold large bearing over future cases and proposed 
legislation for years to come. Although many believe otherwise, the Court 
has never been truly bipartisan, as career politicians have served on the 
Court prior to and following their elections to Congress and other federal 
seats. The problem with the Court stems from a much simpler source: its 
configuration. 

Justices are appointed by the sitting President and must be approved 
by a simple majority in the Senate after undergoing a series of hearings. 
This threshold used to be 60 votes to promote bipartisan solidarity for a 
justice, but former President Trump overhauled this procedural rule to 
avoid a filibuster during his nominations. None of his appointees received 
more than 54 votes compared to the 87 votes received by liberal justice 
Stephen Breyer, signaling the loss of a collective opinion regarding those 
serving on the Supreme Court. The more blatant issue comes in a further 
basic component, as a President who did not win the popular vote was 
given the power to structure a third of the nation’s highest judicial body. 
Furthermore, these completely undemocratically appointed judges will 
serve life terms, allowing for unpopular beliefs held by an ideological 
minority to be enacted through court legislation today, and in the many 
years to follow. The current makeup of the court has and will continue to 
support conservative viewpoints, and the three justices in the liberal bloc 
are completely helpless to act against it. 

An interesting note regarding each of the conservative justices 
currently serving on the Court is their tie to a law organization known 
as the Federalist Society. Its origins can be traced to a group of Harvard, 
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Yale, and University of Chicago Law students who wanted a place where 
their unpopular conservative viewpoints could be given a chance to oppose 
that of the more commonly held liberal ideology among their peers. Its 
influence can be tracked as far back as George Bush’s presidency, where an 
overwhelming amount of his appellate court 
nominees were members of the organization. 
The head of the institution is Leonard Leo, a 
Catholic originalist and textualist (interprets 
the Constitution adhering only to the words 
themselves) who provided President Trump 
with a list of prospective SCOTUS judges. 

But how did these Federalist Society justices 
make their way up the judicial branch to the 
most prestigious Court in the country? Well, 
with a little backing from Charlie Koch and 
anonymous donors, anything is possible. 
Charlie is the CEO of Koch industries making 
him one of the richest men in the world, and 
who, like most other CEOs, is willing to do 
whatever it takes to increase the number in 
his bank account. Through Koch’s political 
group, Americans for Prosperity, he was able 
to support Kavanaugh through mailing, phone 
calls, and flyers. The group also pushed hard 
for Barrett, whose father worked for Shell and 
other organizations within the oil industry, as well as Gorsuch, whose 
mother presided over the EPA during Ronald Reagan’s presidency. Koch 
has supported Leo and the Federalist Society through his foundation. 

Leonard Leo has spoken vehemently in favor of money’s role in 
shaping the federal judiciary, but if these “apolitical” justices have ties 
to those who got them into their seat, is it that hard to believe that the 
Supreme Court has become hollowed out in the same way Congress has 
by lobbying? In fact, many people who have tracked Leos career have said 
that one of his primary goals was to create a Court that would overturn 
Roe v. Wade, and to say that is all he accomplished would be a massive 
understatement. 

The Federalist Society has essentially developed a lobbying system 
for the judicial branch, and the current makeup of the Court is likely to 
lead to reversals of decade old precedents set by earlier Courts, but there is 
one upcoming case that is particularly alarming. Moore v. Harper is set to 
enter discussions this term and will determine the constitutional validity 
of procedural protections against gerrymandering. The North Carolina 
Supreme Court has overturned a congressional map adopted by the state 
Legislature, as they concluded it stemmed from partisan gerrymandering, 
and that it violated the state Constitution guaranteeing equal voting power, 
legislative representation, and the right to free elections. 

In 2019, the case Rucho v. Common Cause made its way to the 
Supreme Court, where the judges ruled 5-4 in an opinion stating that 
partisan gerrymandering is not a violation of the US Constitution, as it 
poses a question “beyond the reach of federal courts.” The Supreme Court 
will be determining whether the NC Supreme Court violated the elections 
clause, which provides that the organization of elections for senators and 
representatives is a power given to the state legislature. This interpretation, 
known as independent state legislative theory, fits right into the originalist 
viewpoint that makes up most of the Court, and previous rulings signal to 
a decision being made in favor of the gerrymandered map. 

If the Court does in fact rule in favor of the state legislature, then the 
precedent supporting independent state legislative theory will be cemented 
into US Law. State legislatures will then have the sole and absolute power to 
regulate federal elections within their states, without any interference from 
state courts, constitutions, or ballot initiatives. After the 2020 election, 
many conservatives attempted to use this philosophy to justify overturning 
the results of the election. This ruling could open the door for more blatant 
gerrymandering in electoral maps and voter suppression laws, while also 
relieving the system of much needed checks and balances. The current 
Supreme Court will cement this era of American law and politics as a 
regressive one and could possibly be the end of any notion of a bipartisan 
judiciary. 
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WORK BY INCARCERATED PEOPLE — 
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Wuo We ArE The Student Insurgent is a consensus organized journalistic endeavor based at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene. We are a radical publication that seeks to deconstruct the existing social order and facilitate its replacement with 
one which is ecologically sound and functions on egalitarian lines. We agitate and educate the student body by addressing 
issues which are often ignored or marginalized. We strive to be an open forum -- somewhere the silenced and oppressed 
can express their ideas and opinions free from the filters of the mainstream media. We exist to challenge oppression, 
exploitation and hierarchical power structures. 
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Climate Justice 
League Meeting 
5-6pm 


18 
CJL Meeting 
5-6pm 


25 
CJLMeeting 
5-6pm 
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Look to social me- | CJL Meeting 
dia for May Day | 5-6pm 
Actions! 
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12:30-3:30 pm Pop 
Up Clinic @W]J 
Horseshoe Pits 
6:30 NAC Radical 
Reading Group 
6-7:30pm YDSA 
meeting 
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6:30-8:30pm NAC 
Radical Reading 
Group 

6-7:30pm YDSA 
meeting 


26 
6:30 NAC Radical 
Reading Group 


2 
6:30 NAC Radical 
Reading Group 


STUDENTINSURGENT.ORG 


1228 UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 


EUGENE, OR 97403 


INSURGENTUO@GMAIL.COM 


INSTAGRAM.COM/U0.STUDENTINSURGENT 


ca TWITTER.COM/INSURGENT_UO 


Fj FACEBOOK.COM/THE-STUDENT-INSURGENT 
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12-lpm NLG 
General Meet- 
ing Rm 184 Law 
School 

5 pm Insurgent 
General Meeting 
in ROAR 
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5 pm Insurgent 
General Meeting 
in ROAR 
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5 pm Insurgent 
General Meeting 
in ROAR 

6-7pm Take Back 
the Night Rally @ 
EMU Amphithe- 
ater uo_Wwomen- 
scenter 
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5 pm Insurgent 
General Meeting 
in ROAR 
ShelterCare online 
panel 5:30-7pm 
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9pm Crustviolence 
@ John Henrys 
10am-12pm The 
Nursing Nook 
@The Unitari- 

an Univeralist 


Church 
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Earth Day Rally 
10am-12pm The 
Nursing Nook 
@The Unitari- 
an Univeralist 


Church 


28 

Velorution: Eu- 
gene Critical Mass 
bike ride 6:30pm 
@ Kesey Square 


t.me/eugenecriticalm- 
ass Mastodon: https:// 
mstdn.social/@Eugene- 
criticalmass 


10am-12pm The 
Nursing Nook 
@The Unitari- 
an Univeralist 


Church 


5 

10am-12pm The 
Nursing Nook 
@The Unitari- 
an Univeralist 


Church 
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RWC Meeting 
2pm Friend’s 
Church (3495 W 
18th Ave) 
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Queer Eugene 
Clothing Swap 
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3-5 pm WVAP 
Letter Writing @ 
Grower's Market 
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3-5 pm WVAP 
Letter Writing @ 
Grower's Market 


30 

May Day Cele- 
bration 12-5pm @ 
Park Blocs 
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3-5 pn WVAP 
Letter Writing @ 
Grower's Market 


